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Dr. Houston * says, " Too much reliance must not be placed
on the work of water examination. For technical and other
reasons the most perfect and costly system of water examina-
tion that could be devised might fail altogether to detect an
accidental contamination."
Whipple has pointed out that in some cities the adoption
of filters has not been followed by a lowering of the typhoid
fever rate, and gives marked instances of this at Youngstown,
Ohio, and at Washington, D.C. Bulletin 115 of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture says, "that where sewage is
rendering a water supply dangerous, either the water must
be disinfected before being distributed to the consumers, or
the polluting sewage must be purified, or at least partially
disinfected before it is discharged into the stream or lake."
This is followed by a description of sterilising agents and
costs of treatment.
In the Seventh Annual Report of the London Water
Board for 1913, Dr. Houston reiterates the same doubt of
safety which he has so often expressed, and thereby agrees
with universal scientific experience. Thus, he says (p. 33),
" The only way, apart from sterilisation, of rendering the
prefiltration water always comparatively, if not absolutely,
innocuous, is by storage." " The Water Board are securing
the reasonable, if not absolute,' safety' of the supply/' " The
evil effects of an impure source can be largely, if not
entirely annulled by adequate storage and efficient filtration,"
which, according to p. 34, " renders the water reasonably, if
not absolutely, 'safe* for drinking purposes." He also
repeatedly recommends the adoption of "those supple-
mentary processes of purification alluded to in previous
reports." These were methods of chemical sterilisation.
His only hesitation is on the score of expense. Yet it js
done elsewhere, and an important point is that a great saving
of water could undoubtedly be made by reducing the enormous
waste that occurs in towns. Moreover, it should be possible
to supply a smaller quantity sterilised for drinking, and a
* Metropolitan Water Board Report of 1913.